To the President of the RA National Assembly Mr. H.Abrahamyan
Dear Mr. Abrahamyan,

Once again we, as NGO representatives, are dissatisfied with the non-transparent and incomprehensible policy of the RA Ministry of Justice. 
The point is as follows: still in 2009 the RA Ministry of Justice (hereinafter referred to as the Ministry) has initiated amendments to the RA Law “On Non-Governmental Organizations”. The Ministry, evading the procedure of providing the interested society’s compulsory participation at the discussion of the legal acts drafts, has submitted the bill to the RA National Assembly for discussion. 
The society, not being officially acquainted with the bill of making amendments to the RA Law “On Non-Governmental Organizations”, asked the President of the RA National Assembly and Standing Committee on Protection of Human Rights and Public Affairs to conduct public discussions and parliamentary hearings. 
By the initiative of the RA National Assembly (with your assistance) still in November 2009 parliamentary hearings were held in heated atmosphere, as the bill didn’t correspond either to the interests of the NGOs or to the RA Laws or to the requirements of well-known international norms.  

In 2009-2010 more than 200 NGOs submitted their written complaints on the bill to the President of the Republic of Armenia, the President of the RA National Assembly, the RA Prime Minister. The bill then has been developed for about 4 times and submitted to the RA National Assembly, but it didn’t satisfy the requirements of the NGOs, as only technical and not conceptual amendments had been made to the bill.
During the last 3 years some of the active NGOs have initiated and participated in numerous public discussions almost in every region of the Republic, which, I think, should has been implemented by the Ministry. In the result of these public discussions various viewpoints and opinions expressed by the NGOs were submitted to the corresponding commission of the RA National Assembly and the Ministry. Those viewpoints refer not only to the improvement of the bill submitted to the RA National Assembly, but to the improvement of the legislative field of the NGO activities as well.  
On the basis of our various suggestions the Ministry submitted the mentioned bill to OSCE ODIHR for expertise. The latter in its turn gave a rather serious observation, which is currently at the disposal of the Ministry and has been submitted to the Standing Committee on Protection of Human Rights and Public Affairs of the RA NA.  
However, due to the NGOs’ active campaign and complaints, a mutual agreement was established with the executive. It was decided to create an expert working group consisting of representatives of NGOs and the Ministry for developing suggestions on making amendments to the RA Law “On NGOs” and prepare a corresponding concept and submitting it to the Ministry. “Counterpart International” and “Civic Development and Partnership Foundation” are the coordinators of the expert working group. 
The mentioned expert working group has worked for more than a year. Finally, the expert group, taking into consideration the viewpoints previously suggested by the NGOs, has prepared and submitted a concept draft on “Institutional and Legislative Reforms of NGO Development” to the society. The expert working group decided to officially submit the bill to the Ministry after receiving new suggestions on the draft and its re-elaboration.  
It seemed that the Ministry would submit the suggestions on the draft “On making amendments to the RA Law “On NGOs” to the society and the RA National Assembly for discussion, taking into consideration the viewpoints and suggestions expressed by the society during the last 4 years. 

But the Ministry has placed a “new” draft “On making amendments to the RA Law “On NGOs” in its official web-site on August 24, 2012, which practically resembles the previous four variants. A question arises: why delude the NGOs and society, if the Ministry was going to act on its own way? 
Taking into consideration the above mentioned, I have applied to the RA Minister of Justice for getting answers to the following questions: are we moving back or are we moving forward or nevertheless, are we moving back?  I think by this step the ministry will raise the deserved dissatisfaction and complaints of the NGOS. 
Anticipating your quick response. 
Sincerely,

Levon Nersisyan

Executive Director

